
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
Introit 
We wait for Thy loving kindness, O God                   William McKie, arr. M.W  
 

Call to Worship 
 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 

Serve the Lord with gladness: 

come before His presence with singing. 

Know ye that the Lord He is God: 

it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 

we are His people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

and into His courts with praise: 

be thankful unto Him, and bless His name.”     Psalm 100 

 
Hymn CH4 160 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven  Praise, My Soul 
 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To His feet Thy tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who like me His praise should sing? 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 

 
2. Praise Him for His grace and favour, 

To our fathers in distress; 
Praise Him, still the same for ever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless; 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Glorious in His faithfulness. 

 
3. Father-like He tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame He knows; 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes: 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Widely as His mercy flows. 



 

4. Frail as summer’s flower we flourish; 
Blows the wind and it is gone; 
But, while mortals rise and perish, 
God endures unchanging on. 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise the high eternal One. 

 
5. Angels, help us to adore Him; 

Ye behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before Him; 
Dwellers all in time and space, 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 
 

The Opening Versicles and Responses                       Richard Ayleward 
 
Cantor O Lord, open Thou our lips. 

Choir And our mouths shall show forth Thy praise.  

Cantor O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. Glory be to the Father, and to the 

 Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 

 and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir The Lord's name be praised. 

 

Psalm 23   
 
The Lord is my shepherd; 
therefore can I lack nothing. 
 
He shall feed me in a green pasture, 
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
 
He shall convert my soul, 
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his Name's sake. 
 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 



 

I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
 
Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me; 
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 
 
But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end.  
Amen. 
 
The Choir sings a psalm appointed for this service. The psalms are the 
‘hymn book of the Bible’ and have always been used in daily prayer by 
Christians and by Jews. There are 150 psalms in total. 
 
Old Testament:  Deuteronomy 11:1-15 
  
Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and keep His charge, and His 

statutes, and His judgments, and His commandments, alway. 2 And know ye 

this day: for I speak not with your children which have not known, and which 

have not seen the chastisement of the Lord your God, His greatness, His 

mighty hand, and His stretched out arm, 3 and His miracles, and His acts, 

which He did in the midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, and unto 

all his land; 4 and what He did unto the army of Egypt, unto their horses, and 

to their chariots; how He made the water of the Red sea to overflow them as 

they pursued after you, and how the Lord hath destroyed them unto this 

day;  

5 and what He did unto you in the wilderness, until ye came into this 

place; 6 and what He did unto Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son 

of Reuben: how the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and 

their households, and their tents, and all the substance that was in their 

possession, in the midst of all Israel: 7 but your eyes have seen all the great 



 

acts of the Lord which He did. 8 Therefore shall ye keep all the 

commandments which I command you this day, that ye may be strong, and 

go in and possess the land, whither ye go to possess it; 9 and that ye may 

prolong your days in the land, which the Lord sware unto your fathers to give 

unto them and to their seed, a land that floweth with milk and honey. 

10 For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, 

from whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and 

wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs: 11 but the land, whither ye go 

to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of 

heaven: 12 a land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy 

God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of 

the year. 

13 And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto my 

commandments which I command you this day, to love the Lord your God, 

and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14 that I will 

give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter 

rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil. 15 And 

I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat and be full. 

Amen 

 

The Choir sings the Magnificat                                Charles Villiers Stanford  
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For He hath regarded : 
the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth : 
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For He that is mighty hath magnified me : 
and holy is His Name. 
And His mercy is on them that fear Him : 
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with His arm : 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat : 



 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things : 
and the rich He hath sent empty away. 
He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel : 
as He promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 (Luke 1:46–55) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end.  
Amen. 
 
New Testament: Acts 27:1-12 
 
And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered 

Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of 

Augustus’ band. 2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, 

meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of 

Thessalonica, being with us. 3 And the next day we touched at Sidon. And 

Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends 

to refresh himself. 4 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under 

Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. 5 And when we had sailed over the 

sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 6 And there 

the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us 

therein. 7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come 

over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over 

against Salmone; 8 and, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called 

The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea. 

9 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, 

because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them, 10 and said 

unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much 

damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives. 11 Nevertheless 

the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those 



 

things which were spoken by Paul. 12 And because the haven was not 

commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by 

any means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an 

haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west. 

Amen 
 
The Choir sings the Nunc dimittis                         Charles Villiers Stanford 
 
Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace : 
according to Thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen : 
Thy salvation; 
Which Thou hast prepared : 
before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
      (Luke 2:29–32) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end.  
Amen. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
One of the oldest Christian statements of faith. You are invited to stand 
 
All I believe in God 

the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 



 

the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
The Lesser Litany and Responses 
 
Cantor The Lord be with you. 
Choir  And with thy spirit. 
Cantor Let us pray. 
Choir  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Choir  Our Father, which art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, 
  in earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil.   
  Amen. 
Cantor O Lord, shew Thy mercy upon us. 

Choir  And grant us Thy salvation. 

Cantor O Lord, save the King. 

Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon Thee. 

Cantor Endue Thy ministers with righteousness. 

Choir  And make Thy chosen people joyful. 

Cantor O Lord, save Thy people. 

Choir  And bless Thine inheritance. 

Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir  Because there is none other 

  that fighteth for us, but only Thou, O God. 

Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir  And take not Thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 
 

 



 

The Collect for the Day 

O God our defender, 

When storms rage about us 

And cause us to be afraid, 

Rescue Thy people from despair, 

Deliver Thy sons and daughters from fear, 

And preserve us all from unbelief; 

Through Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lod, 

Who liveth and reigneth 

With You and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, now and for ever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

The Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto Thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both our hearts may be set to obey Thy commandments, and also that, by 

Thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, O Lord; and by Thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Thy only 

Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Anthem: Save us, O Lord, waking                                           Edward Bairstow 
 
Save us, O Lord, waking, guard us sleeping, 
That awake we may watch with Christ, 
And asleep we may rest in peace.                
                                                                                    (from the Office of Compline)                                                                             
 
Prayer 
 
Please join in with the response at the conclusion of the Minister’s prayer. 
 
Let us pray: 
Gracious God, 
When Thy kindness and generosity 
Dawned upon the world, 
And Thou lavished Thy love upon us 
In Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 
You called us to believe in Thee 
And to devote ourselves to good works. 
God of all kindness, 
You gave Thy only Son, 
Because You loved the world so much. 
We pray for the peace of the world. 
Move among us by Thy Spirit, 
Break down barriers 
Of fear, suspicion and hatred. 
Heal the human family of its divisions 
And unite it in the bonds of justice and peace. 
We pray for our country. 
Enrich our common life; 
Strengthen the forces of truth and goodness; 
Teach us to share prosperity, 
That those whose lives are impoverished 
May pass from need and despair 
To dignity and joy.  
We pray for those who suffer. 
Surround them with Thy love, 
Support them with Thy strength, 
Console them with Thy comfort, 
And give them hope 
And courage beyond themselves. 
We pray for the Church. 
Keep her true to the Gospel 
And responsive to the gifts and needs of all. 



 

Make known Thy saving power in Jesus Christ, 
By the witness of her faith, her worship and her life.  
Eternal God, 
We remember with thanksgiving 
Those who have gone before us 
In the way of Christ. 
Keep us united with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Grant that, as we journey through the years, 
We may know joys that are without end, 
And at the last come to that abiding city 
Where You reign in glory everlasting.  
 
Minister Let us now say the grace together: 
 
All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
 be with us all evermore.  
 Amen. 
 
Hymn CH3 646 The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended               St Clement 
 

1. The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended; 
The darkness falls at Thy behest; 
To Thee our morning hymns ascended, 
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 

 
2. We thank Thee that Thy Church unsleeping, 

While earth rolls onward into light, 
Through all the world her watch is keeping, 
And rests not now by day or night. 

 
3. As o’er each continent and island 

The dawn leads on another day, 
The voice of prayer is never silent, 
Nor dies the strain of praise away. 

 
4. The sun that bids us rest is waking 

Our brethren ‘neath the western sky, 
And hour by hour fresh lips are making 
Thy wondrous doings heard on high. 

 
 
 



 

5. So be it Lord! Thy throne shall never,  
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 
Thy Kingdom stands and grows for ever, 
Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway. 

 
Benediction 
 
Go in the peace of God, 
In Whom there is no darkness, 
But the night shines as the day. 
May He renew your hearts with quietness, 
Your bodies with untroubled sleep; 
And may He waken you to use His gift of life 
With faith and joy. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
Known to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 
Voluntary: Prelude & Fugue in G, BWV 541                                        J S Bach  
 


