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Dear Friends

Carys Walls, an Anglican priest, writes ‘Lent is
a time of drawing closer to Christ as we travel
with Him through the forty wilderness days
towards the Passion, and Holy Week, and
ultimately Easter. We may enter this time in a
spirit of preparation and penitence, hopeful of
encountering Christ more deeply and fully;
and along the way, we may be transformed as
we discover what it means to
bring the whole of ourselves,
what we’re proud of, what
we're ashamed of, before
God in all our dappled
existence.” Read Gerald
Manley Hopkins poem about
the dappled nature of God'’s
world and humanity within it
at the end of this magazine.

Hopkins was born in London
in 1844 and entered the
Jesuit order of priests as a
young man. His poems are
complex but his words, for
some, sing wonderfully about
God’s presence. Hopkins
encountered times of personal darkness and
turmoil. He experienced times of profound
desolation. When he died, a young man, in
1889, he left a body of poetry with an imprint
of struggle and rawness as indelible as his
faith and love for the God he dedicated his life
to praising. This variegated faith,
acknowledging light and shade, can lift us up,
but also is realistic that we don’t always life on
the sunny uplands of life.

We might all think of times when we have
stood on a hillside watching the clouded sun
cast light and shadow on the countryside
before. Or maybe you have watched a similar
effect on the waters of the sea or a river
shimmering and sparkling one moment, dull
and grey the next. Or maybe you've walked
under the canopy of trees on a day which can
be bright with sunlight, but the
# sun goes in and you walk
suddenly through darkness.

# There is an honesty in Christian
: : faith, and we see it caught in

= the Jewish hymnbook we call
= the Psalms, that is truthful
# about highs and lows, ups and
downs, brightness and
darkness. Faith mitigates our
optimism and our pessimism.
Whether the music in our lives,
or in the Church, is cheery or
% solemn, we need to recognise
that both will add to the texture
of our lived faith, an honest
companion beside us through a
Lenten life that leads us, sooner or later, to
Easter Day.

Honest faith helps us cope with what is good
and what is less than good in life, our dappled
existence. In the times of shadow, know that
the light will come.

Very Revd Dr Dervek Browning

Edinburgh:Morningside Parish Church of Scotland: Scottish Charity No: SCO34396




WORSHIP NOTES

the Lord’s
Suppe.r‘

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

We share communion in Church on Sunday 1%t March at 9.30am and
10.30am. The 9.30am service is in the chancel in Church. The 10.30am is
the All-Age communion where our children and young people will be present
and take part.

OoF o9

At the 10.30am service, if anyone wishes to receive the wine of communion from the Common Cup,
please join the Minister at the small table situated near the vestibule door.

World Day of Prayer: Friday 6" March, 10.30am, Morningside Parish Church — see p11 for
further details

Holy Week and Easter 2026

The first two joint Holy Week services will be held at Greenbank Parish Church. This year’s retiring
offering will go to support the work of Christian Aid in Sudan.

Maundy Thursday - 2" April, 7.30pm (with the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper)
Good Friday - 3 April, 7.30pm (with joint choirs)

The Holy Saturday service of words and music, Saturday 4" April, will be at 7.30pm in Morningside
Parish Church.

Easter Day - Sunday 5" April. There will be one service at 10.30am in our Church.

BELIEVING, BELONGING AND BECOMING
Would you like to explore, or re-explore, some of the questions of faith and doubt, what it means to
be a Christian, or ask questions that have always been on your mind about what Christians believe
but never quite go round to it? The Believing and Belonging series might be for you! A thoughtful and
reflective four evening gathering in March, on 3, 11, 17" and 25th at 7.30pm in the St Andrew Room.
The four topics for study:

1. Who is Jesus?

2. Learning to love.

3. But what about...?

4. Belonging to God’s Church.

Believing and Belonging is open to people of all ages, to those who might be thinking about
becoming a member of the Church, to those who want to top up their faith, and to those who
simply have questions they want to explore. Come along if you'’re interested, or if you know
someone who might want to take their questions about faith further.

Contact the Minister for further details. T 0131 447 1617,

or email derek.browning@churchofscotland.org.uk
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LENT STUDIES - LIVING GENEROUSLY
o5 Study

GI’OUPS This year’s Lent Studies are drawn from the recent Church of Scotland
Stewardship Department book, Living Generously - a whole-life
response to God’s love. (Saint Andrew Press 2024)

Generosity for Christians really is about the way we choose to live - so
much more than, but not less than, how much we decide to drop into the offering on Sundays (or the
amount we give via direct debit or standing order). The attitude of gratitude moves us a million miles
away from an approach that is fashioned around, ‘crumbs from the rich man’s table’. It's a lifestyle
that begins not from, ‘what | have got left’, but from, ‘what have | got to start with...’

Whilst there are still some who argue as soon as finance and stewardship is raised that, ‘the church
is always after your money’, we are nevertheless called by God to live generously, and certainly not
considering, ‘what’s in it for me?’

A considerable proportion of what Jesus teaches in the gospels - including nearly half the parables -
relates to money and wealth and our attitude to them.

Even in financially challenging times for individuals, and charities, and governments, and churches,
Christians still see people reflecting God’s generosity in the way life is lived, through the gifting of
time, talents and money. For Christians, we do this in the context of our relationship with God,
through Jesus, and inspired by the Holy Spirit. Our Lent studies will give us the opportunity to reflect
on this spiritual and practical understanding of what faith can be.

There will be a morning option and an evening option for these studies:

Wednesdays 4" and 11" March - 11am in the Cluny Hall (have a coffee at the Wednesday coffee
morning in the Braid Hall first!)

Wednesdays 4th, Thursday 12th March, 7.30pm at the Manse (20 Braidburn Crescent, EH10 6EN)
refreshments served.

1. A closer walk with God

2. Volunteers - Christianity with its sleeves rolled up

3. Money - Your money where your heart is

4. An attitude of gratitude - God’s generosity is transformational, not transactional

KIRK SESSION NEWS
The Kirk Session met in February .and discussed the following:

Presbytery Reform - The Moderator reported that a letter had been received from the Presbytery’s
Deployment Committee after meetings with representatives from Morningside, Greenbank and
Fairmilehead. The Committee has agreed that it will pause the current round of discussions between
the congregations until it becomes clear from the 2026 General Assembly in May what is going to be
proposed in relation to Presbytery Mission Planning. A potential change in approach to vacant
congregations has been alluded to but there is, as of yet, no clear direction coming from the
Assembly Trustees and others who are considering legislation. Our Kirk Session remains frustrated
by the slowness of progress.
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Morningside Umbrella Festival - Robert Armour reported on further developments in the
fundraising campaign. Monies raised already are anticipated to be over £10,000 by the end of
February. Legacy money is also being earmarked for the roof repairs. Momentum is building but
there is still a long way to go. There is clearly strong support from the parish and community,
schools, the Morningside Club, colleges and care homes as well as local business. This needs to be
matched by commitment from the congregation. Volunteers will be required for a number of events
and projects announced in intimations, magazine and weekly email. Consider joining
Easyfundraising (endorsed by the Church of Scotland). Earmark Umbrella Festival event dates as
they come up, and support and attend them. Above all, be positive and encourage and support
those working hard to take the campaign forward. The roof repair is a huge challenge and, ‘business
as usual’ will not meet the likely cost of c£300,000. We can’t do it on our own, which is why we are
working hard to involve the community, but as members of the congregation, we need to step up
too.

Reports from Committees -

Education Committee - Kenny Robertson, Convener, reported on its responsibilities for Sunday
Club and adult education. Sunday Club attendance seems cyclical, but those attending enjoy the
activities, and particularly their higher visibility at the 10.30am service. The Christmas Nativity was a
highlight for the young people, who all enjoyed taking part. Over the Christmas period a film night was
trialled in the Cluny Hall. The young people were encouraged to bring a friend to the event, and all
did, enjoying the film, pizza and sweets. The event was a success. Créche remains available for very
young children each Sunday. The committee wanted to make clear its gratitude to Rona McLaren who
invests huge amounts of time and energy to make Sunday Club educational, fun and engaging,
alongside Laura Shaw who has stepped in to help. Adult Education has involved the ongoing Autumn
Lecture series, last year focussing on ecological issues, and will be preparing for the Lent Study series
focussing on the Church of Scotland Stewardship publication, Living Generously, a whole-life
response to God'’s love. The Minister will also be offering an enquiry class, Believing and Belonging,
in March, for those thinking about becoming members of the Church.

Worship Committee - Douglas Paterson, Convener, reported on discussion about events in the
recent Christmas season. The full Church at a number of events was encouraging. There was
particular praise for the outstanding talent and commitment demonstrated by choir, organist and
readers at the Lessons and Carols Service, and the choral scholars also provided a much-enjoyed
musical contribution at the Christmas Tree Festival. The Blue Christmas service, for those who find
Christmas difficult through bereavement or other life-challenges, continues to be highly valued by
those attending. The committee was looking forward to the All-Age Communion in March. Holy Week
services will be held in Greenbank on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, and on the latter there will
be a joint choir. The Holy Saturday service of readings and music will be held in our Church.

Interest was express in looking to widen awareness of other faith traditions in the city. The Minister
hopes to organise visits to different faith communities, particularly the Jewish and Islamic
communities, in the coming months.

Property Committee - Moira Clark, Convener, reported concerns relating to lighting and heating. A
faulty light sensor affecting outside lights in late December has now been remedied. A standard light
outside the office, which provides light to access to the Cluny Hall, will either be repaired or replaced.

Radiators have been tampered, by unknown and unauthorised persons, in the lavatories by the St
Matthew Hall, and in the choir area in Church. This tampering caused malfunctions in the Plant Room
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and in the Church (where an unauthorised person had turned off half of the radiators manually). A
heating engineer was called out at not inconsiderable expense to repair the damage done. The
convener emphasised strongly that no unauthorised person must tamper with the heating and
lighting in the Church premises. Any concerns should be relayed to her or to the Church caretakers.

Safeguarding - the Moderator reported that Paul Cackette, who has been our Safeguarding Officer
for two decades, has intimated he wishes to stand down. Neil Thrower, one of our new elders, has
agreed to take up the role and a handover process will begin soon.

Presbytery Elder’s Report - Robin Stimpson, Presbytery Elder, reported that Presbytery met on
3 February. The Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth completed his year as Moderator of Presbytery, and Mr
Darren Philip, a Presbytery elder from West Lothian, and one of the national Church Stewardship
advisers, was installed as the new Moderator.

The Business Committee recently considered ‘that with progress being made on implementing the
Presbytery Mission Plan there is now opportunity to consider the wider purposes of Presbytery.” A
number of themes and ideas were discussed with the aim that Presbyters would share good practice
and good news stories from their congregations. The first theme was ‘Good News for Easter’, and our
Minister, who is also the Convener of the Presbytery Business Committee, shared the success of our
Easter Tree at Morningside - a simple, attractive, eye-catching and much photographed feature which
demonstrated that Easter can be celebrated outside as well as inside Church buildings.

Training for Ministers was discussed at last year's General Assembly where a decision was taken
to move to one academic provider who would take a leading role. It will be recommended at the 2026
General Assembly that Trinity College, part of Glasgow University, might become the lead provider if
approved in May 2026.

Insolvent Charges: It was reported that in the event of a congregation being designated as insolvent,
Presbytery will dissolve the congregation and terminate a Minister’s tenure. However, before this point
is reached there will have been at least three months of conversations involving office bearers from
local, regional and national Church bodies aimed at reaching a position of financial sustainability. A
sign of the times.

Under Any Other Competent Business, the Kirk Session received a proposal to create a
children’s and young people’s choir, Morningside Melodies. This was partly inspired by the BBC
Get Singing programme. Discussions have still to be held, but it is hoped that an informal, fun choir
for children from the ages of Primary 6 to Secondary Year 3 from local schools might sing a mixture
of contemporary pieces plus an introduction to sacred choral music. The proposal was made by one
of our current choral scholars. Watch this space!

ROLL CHANGES
Please remember in your prayers the family and friends of: Kenneth

(Ken) Wilson who died on 28" January 2026
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MORNINGSIDE UMBRELLA FESTIVAL UPDATE -
SATURDAY 30t MAY - SUNDAY 14t JUNE 2026

We are delighted to share that the Umbrella Festival has had a great start and as we go to print, the
amount raised has just hit £10,000. There is a totaliser chart in the church foyer so keep your eye on
our progress. (We realise this is a bit difficult to read so please bear with us whilst we work on a way
to make it clearer). .

Those that joined us for the Beetle Drive had lots of fun and
raised £350 which was a great effort.

Lots of events are now organised so get your diaries out and
pencil in some dates to offer your support or join us for some
fun.

e Charity Race Night Friday 6" March at The
Morningside Club at 7:30pm. Ticket £5 includes 1 free race

e A Coffee Morning with a Difference: Saturday 21t March at the Morningside Club. What's
the difference? It's from 1pm and we are serving Fizz and Gin. Just turn up on the day and
bring a friend

e Edinburgh Telephone Choir Concert, Friday 17* April at Morningside Parish Church - more
details to follow.

¢ Khnitters and Crafters are busy with two special projects that will be displayed during the
festival but it’'s not too late to get involved. If you would like to help please contact Morag
Shankland, Catriona Reid, Rona Mclaren or Kerry Watt.

¢ Volunteers Needed for Charity Bag Packing Event at Waitrose. Waitrose have kindly given us
a slot to hold a charity bag packing event on Saturday 215t March between 1:30pm and
18:30pm. The eagle eyed amongst you will notice that this clashes with the Coffee Morning
with a difference, but it was too good an opportunity to turn down so please offer an hour or 2
of your time if you can help. A few older children or teenagers would be good to encourage
greater donations.

e New Unwanted Gift Tombola Event at Tesco Colinton on Saturday 18th April. Another
generous offer from the community where we will be in the Foyer with our Tombola from
10:30am until 15:30pm. Please place any suitable Items in the plastic box by the
pigeonholes. Again, if you can spare an hour or so your help would be most welcome.

For further information about any of the above please contact Kerry Watt on 07530 971367 or email
kerryelgey@hotmail.co.uk

The Morningside Club can be found at 3 Morningside Park, opposite the M & S carpark. Look for the
blue door and black railings.

For how to donate please contact Church Treasurer Euan Murray or use the church email ‘Donate’
button which allows you to make an electronic donation, but please stipulate in the ‘note’ that you

want the donation to go to the Umbrella Fundraiser.
Edinburgh:Morningside Parish Church of Scotland: Scottish Charity No: SCO34396
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Morningside Hope

FORTHCOMING DATES
HEART FOR ART: workshops for those with dementia and their partners/carers

Held every Tuesday in the St Matthew’s Hall, from 6" January onwards11- 1pm

Heart F
MUSIC AND MEMORIES IN MORNINGSIDE: workshops for those with dementia Aegt o

and their partners/carers
Held on 1%t and 3@ Mondays in the month, 2- 4pm in the Cluny Hall

March: 2" & 16
April: 13" & 20" (6™ is Easter Monday so no class that day)

GENTLE EXERCISE CLASSES: dementia friendly but open to all 60+
The class will last 40-45 minutes, followed by tea, coffee and the chance to chat.

Held on 2" and 4th Mondays, 2-4pm in the church itself

March: gth & 23

April: 13t & 271

GAMES AFTERNOON: open to everyone, these afternoons are a chance to meet up with friends
old and new, play our favourite board games, jigsaws etc. and have a coffee and catch up.

Held once a month on a Wednesday afternoon, 2-4pm

March: 18t

April: 15t

CANAL BOAT TRIP: Monday 30" March, 1.30pm - 12 places available

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CONCERTS: We offer four dementia-friendly concerts a year. Open to all,
this is a varied programme. Each concert lasts 40 — 45mins and is followed by teas and coffees.

Saturday 28" March 2pm  Margaret Wakeford and Simon Coverdale, Piano Duo

PLAYLIST FOR LIFE - Creating your own personal playlist

Over two decades of scientific research has shown that listening to a personal playlist can improve
the lives of people living with dementia. Our trained volunteers can support you to create a
personalised playlist that can help * reduce anxiety ¢ improve your mood « make difficult tasks more
manageable + evoke memories that can help families and carers connect. For more information or to
make an appointment, please contact Jacqui Lindsay on 07834 364 628 or € mail:
pastoralassistant@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk .
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PASTORAL SKILLS COURSE: an Introduction:

running over two evenings, Tuesdays
17" and 24" March, Braid Hall

Caring for one another is the
responsibility of each and every one of
us. We are offering a brief introduction to
Pastoral Skills running from 6 —9.30pm
each evening, hopefully starting with a
light supper.

There is a maximum of 16 places on the
course. It is open to anyone interested
in finding out a bit more about pastoral
care, without the necessity of making any
commitment beyond the course itself.

The course will look at topics such as: 2025 Cohort
o Communication & listening skills. ° Boundaries and why they matter.
o Self-awareness & self-care o Dementia

The training will be hands on/experiential in nature and the aim, to make it an enjoyable experience
for those attending. There is no charge for the training and CPD certificates will be provided.

Interested in attending? Please come along to any of the above, you will be made most welcome.
Interested in volunteering? If you would like to help with any of these activities, please get in touch.
Or simply interested in finding out a little bit more, just contact our Pastoral Assistant Jacqui Lindsay
on 07834 364 628 or e mail: pastoralassistant@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN US ON OUR NEXT CANAL BOAT TRIP?

.

We have 12 places : gl L o iva ~_
available for our next trip f& i :
on Monday 30" March at 4
1.30pm. '

We were very lucky with
the weather last time as
you can see — let’s hope
that’s also true this time
round — but if not, we

can be cosy in the cabin

To book your place,
either phone me: 07834
364 628, or email me:

pastoralassistant@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk, or

Look forward to hearing from you,
Jacqui
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OUR NEXT DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CONCERT:
-~ Saturday 28th March at 2pm — All Welcome!

. Margaret Wakeford & Simon Coverdale - Edinburgh Piano Duo

The genesis of a four-handed partnership between Margaret
Wakeford and Simon Coverdale arose after their paths crossed
while on the staff at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and
Drama.

i

e

Repertoire ranges from the first four-handed compositions ever
written to contemporary works especially composed for the
performers, and their programmes have led to the renaissance of
superb, but rarely heard, works for the medium both in original and
in transcription.

s

e

-

For many years Margaret and Simon have been frequent performers at music clubs and societies
around Scotland and in the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, and in 2010 were invited to Washington State
USA where they gave recitals and workshops.

Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to hear them perform for us here at Morningside Parish Church.

THANK YOU TO ALL KNITTERS!

Thank you to all of you who have supported my request for
knitting, crocheting and sewing for charity. The principal
charity we now support is New Forest for Ukraine. The full ;
details of the amazing work they do are on their
website http://www.newforestforukraine.org/

You will see from that that the King is now aware of their work
although it is not clear if he is going to be knitting!

We now have a large network of knitters across Scotland from Perth to Ayr which includes a
number of church congregations. Over the past year we have sent an incredible amount of
warm knitting to people who remain in great need. There is a need for whatever you can
knit or sew. More details are on the website.

We also continue to support babies in various maternity hospitals in Scotland. Every
newborn leaves hospital with a hand knitted hat which keeps the warmth in much better
than the modern cotton ones.

| am happy to collect any items directly or from the church and dispatch them onwards.

Thank you to all of you who have helped over the past year and | hope that you will
continue to do so.

Best wishes
Morag Shankland (07977190536)
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CHARITY CINEMA NIGHT

Join us for fun, fizz and a film to
give children in India the opportunity to thrive

Sweet Home Alabama @ Dominion Cinema, Edinburgh

é/‘ "“\3‘5,,
- A - - - » - -~ » f’
Get ready to enjoy an evening of cinema for an amazing
cause. Elevate your movie-watching experience with a
touch of luxury.

¢ ¢ *
zz/Non-Alco aid Raffle wil Fun &
& Snacks Amazing Prizes Entertainn

DUE TO LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE. BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW
£50 FOR TWO PEOPLE

ps.//www.sla-india.org/prod
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THE LOCAL ECUMENICAL SERVICE for the I i
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
On FRIDAY 6" MARCH 2026
Theme: “I Will Give You Rest: Come” (from Matthew 11:28)
This service has been written by Christian women of Nigeria.

Our local WDP service will be held this year in Morningside Parish Church

at 10.30am, followed by refreshments. An invitation is extended to all at Morningside Parish Church
as well as to Greenbank Parish Church and St Peter’s RC Church and it is hoped that as many as
possible will be able to attend.

10 Days of Prayer lead up to the World Day of Prayer. These prayers began on Tuesday 24" February
and are posted on the Scottish WDP Committee website: www.wdpscotland.org.uk and Facebook.

A list of other WDP services in Edinburgh and further afield will be available on that website under
‘Service Arrangements’.

FLOWER LIST
The flowers in March have been donated and will be arranged as follows:-
Donated by Arranged by
March | 1 | Diane Gaskin- Eleanor Watt
Ruddock Remember, if you
8 | Hazel Knight Irene Wilson are unable to come
15 | Grace Macaskill Marjory Watson | to church on your
22 | the late Hazel Joan Burnet chosen date for any
Nicolson O.St.J reason, you can
29 | Nyria Bailey Penny Graham always see "your"
flowers online.

We've been delighted that, following a couple of weeks shadowing other flower ladies, Kerry Watt
has come to join our team. More helpers are always welcome, even if you could manage just one or
two weeks a year - every little helps.

Irene Wilson, Convener - Flower Committee

CRAFT, COFFEE AND CAKE.

There will be a craft evening on Friday 6" March in the Cluny Hall from 7-9 pm.
Please come along if you would like to get involved in making some umbrella themed items
for the Festival. There will be knitting, sewing and some interesting paper modelling!

We will be serving coffee, tea and home made cakes and providing lots of opportunities for
chat!

Everyone is welcome. Tickets are £5 and available from Rona McLaren, Catriona Reid,
Morag Shankland, Fiona Stimpson and Kerry Watt.
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MARCH MAGAZINE
Material for the March issue of the magazine should be with the editor, Alison Riddell, by

Friday 13t February and it will be available by Sunday 15t March. Contributions should be

emailed to editor@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk or put in her pigeonhole at the church.

PIED BEAUTY by Gerard Manley Hopkins

Glory be to God for dappled things —
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded
cow;
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout
that swim;
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;
Landscape plotted and pieced — fold, fallow,
and plough;
And all trades, their gear and tackle and
trim.

All things counter, original, spare, strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows
how?)
With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle,
dim;
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:
Praise him.

Minister: Very Rev Dr Derek Browning 447 1617 derek.browning@churchofscotland.org.uk
Pastoral Assistant: Jacqui Lindsay 07834 364 628
pastoralassistant@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk
Magazine Editor: Alison Riddell 445 2330 editor@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk
Church Administrator: Gail Burns 447 6745 office@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk

www.morningsideparishchurch.orqg.uk
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